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ABSTRACT 
 
Beginning with the discovery of Student’s t-distribution in connection with some of the earliest efforts 
at industrial quality control, many of the significant advances in the theory and practice of simulation 
over the past one hundred years have been driven by problems central to industrial engineering and 
the systems analysis techniques developed to solve them.  Conversely, many advances in industrial 
engineering have been driven by progress in simulation, especially in the past fifty years.  In this 
presentation, we highlight some of these advances and how industrial engineering and simulation 
have coevolved.  This presentation is based on joint work with David Goldsman (Georgia Tech) and 
Richard E. Nance (Virginia Tech).   
  
 
 


