
Questions to Ask Your 
Engineering Freshman 

 
 
Sometimes parents find it a little more difficult to talk to their child after he/she leaves home.  A sort of 
estrangement arises that makes it hard to jumpstart conversations and keep them going.  The parent is 
proud that the child is in school and even more proud if he/she is doing well, but the separation, at times, 
may seem to be more than physical. 
 
If you find yourself wondering what to ask your child concerning his or her first term of academic studies, 
these questions may help you in gauging how his/her first semester is going.  The student’s lifestyle may 
still be under-developed, but there are questions that you, as a parent, could pose to generate an active 
dialogue.  When you create an atmosphere for dialogue, you are underwriting our attempts at keeping the 
student on track and with a purpose.  Listen with energetic patience, be prepared for answers you might 
not have expected (or may not like), and keep an open mind.  Best wishes! 
 

• How has Pitt differed from what you expected? 
• Do you still feel like Engineering was the right major for you?  What do you like about it? 
• Do you know the names of all of your professors?  What do you know about them, their 

background, their educational interests, their training/experience? 
• Now that you’ve been in school a while, what skills do you now know you need to be a better 

student? 
• Has anything about Engineering surprised you? 
• Has anything about Pitt surprised you? 
• Has any faculty member given you encouragement?  Have you ever had a one-on-one 

conversation with a faculty member? 
• What’s your academic situation for next term?  Bigger load?  Smaller? 
• Have you missed any important deadlines or any classes? 
• Would it upset you if I stopped by to visit you sometime?  I know that if I did, you’d like me to 

take you to dinner, but could you ever take me into a class? 
• Be honest.  Have you been regular in your class attendance?  If you missed some, were you able 

to make up any work or get the notes that you missed? 
• What has been the most interesting class or lecture? 
• Can you think of anything I can do to help, because I’d like to if I can? 
• Have you hit any snags yet?  How did you handle them? 
• Do you ever get discouraged?  What about?  Can we talk about it? 
• What advice would you give your younger brother/sister or high school friend about what to do in 

preparation for being a college student (or a college student in Engineering)?  Do you think they 
will listen to you? 

• Was there ever a point where you wanted to just leave and come home?  Why?  I’m proud of you 
for sticking with it.  How did you overcome it? 

• Can you spot those who you know will succeed academically from those who are going to have 
difficulty? 

• Have you experienced total sleep deprivation yet? 
• What’s the weirdest or funniest thing you’ve seen happen at school so far? 
• How does your roommate’s workload differ from yours?  Does he/she study as much as you do?  

More?  Less? 


