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Abstract 

 
Components play a key role in power distribution networks.  Advancements in design, materials, and modeling have
enabled new products to be created.  Also, the incorporation of electronics and electronic sensing has also lead to many
new capabilities and products not previously available.  Arc fault circuit interrupters (AFCI’s), web-enabled metering, and 
increases in power handling density are a few of the many new developments.  This talk is intended to illustrate some the
current development areas being investigated by the power distribution industry.  The areas reviewed include molded case
circuit breaker interruption performance, AFCI’s, selective coordination, and web-enabled power metering.  Each of these 
areas is of current interest to those in the industry and each area continues to evolve as new designs and ideas are 
implemented.    
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